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The Berkeley Electronic Press

Mission Statement

• Founded by academics in 1999, The 
Berkeley Electronic Press ("bepress") has a 
portfolio of products and services that 
reduces the costs of, and barriers to, access. 

• Bepress produces tools to improve scholarly 
communication. These tools provide 
innovative and effective means of content 
production and dissemination. 



The Berkeley Electronic Press

• Scholarly Publisher
• Peer-reviewed journals

• Software Developer
• Digital Commons



Basics of the bepress publishing model

• bepress journals were founded in 2000 to solve 
problems with traditional journals
• Problem: Slow turnaround
• Solution: Fast turnaround: bepress articles receive 

decisions in 10 weeks, and are published quickly thereafter
• Problem: Limited access
• Solution: Broad access: innovative guest access policy 

allows all readers, subscribed or not, to download articles
• Problem: High costs
• Solution: Low costs: average cost of bepress journals is 

$277, and we do not raise prices from year to year



An Improved publishing model

• Same signals of quality and 
credibility

• Peer-review
• Well-known editors from 

prestigious institutions, 
including two Nobel Prize 
winners in economics

• Look and feel of traditional 
journals

• Technologically improved
• Much faster turnaround: 

decisions in 10 weeks, 
publication soon after

• Author & Reviewers’ Bank
• Much wider dissemination
• Authors are allowed to post to 

IR without embargo



Innovative Guest Access 

Unsubscribed readers 
can access the full text 
of all articles for free, 
after they fill out a short 
form that allows us to 
inform their library of 
their interest.
Benefits

• Free access for readers
• Wide audience for authors
• Valuable information for 

librarians



Reasonable prices
• Once librarians see documented interest on their 

campus, our prices make it easier for them to 
subscribe
– No journal costs more than $500
– No annual price increases



Readership and impact

• Readers
• Over one million readers worldwide
• Over 1,000 full text downloads per day
• Readership has grown 40% in the past year

• Authors
• Over 40% annual growth in manuscript submissions

• Libraries
• Over 1,000 libraries subscribe
• Almost 400 major universities worldwide subscribe to 

ResearchNow, the package of all bepress journals, 
including a majority of ARL libraries

• International growth



Financially sustainable

• Collection growth
• We add new journals responsibly 
• Our collection currently has 39 journals in 

economics, law, political science, medicine, and 
engineering

• We add and support new disciplines: most 
recently, history and sports





The Berkeley Electronic Press

• Scholarly Publisher
• Peer-reviewed journals

• Software Developer
• Digital Commons







The Berkeley Electronic Press 
Creating Scholarship in IRs…

• Last month alone bepress had seven requests for journals and 
other peer-reviewed series from Digital Commons subscribers:

• Frontiers in Entrepreneurship Research – Babson College 
• Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology – UC 

Merced 
• Journal of California Anthropology – UC Merced 
• Journal of Transnational American Studies – UC Santa Barbara
• World Cultures eJournal – University of California Irvine 
• Music Education Symposia – UMass Amherst 
• Landscapes of Violence  – UMass Amherst



What kind of scholarly content is 
being created in IRs?

Faculty are using Digital Commons to:
• Launch new online peer-review 

journals
• Manage conferences
• Review and track grant proposals
• Review and publish student research



Niche Journals: McMaster’s Bertrand 
Russell Journal



Practitioner Journals: Boston College’s 
The City and the Environment



Journals in Emerging Fields: Boston College’s 
Journal of Technology, Learning and 

Assessment



Regional Journals: UC Davis’
California Agriculture



Why is Digital Commons the 
place for content creation?

• Speed to launch / ease of use / speed to publication 
• Full support from bepress - we help them succeed
• Minimal Technical Infrastructure required
• Research showcase / editor ownership and control
• Wide dissemination with readership reports creates 

a positive feedback loop
• Peer-review (open, blind, or double blind) 





Our conclusions
The traditional journal model still resonates

• Recent studies have shown that faculty are nervous about new forms 
of publishing

• bepress journals have done well because they keep the quality signals 
of traditional journals

University faculty are increasingly using DigitalCommons to launch 
new journals

• Service Model

Scholarly communication is no longer dominated by concept of the
traditional journal.

• There is a continuum of content models and content quality 
from peer reviewed journals through opinion pieces (blogs, 
comments).  
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