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The Berkeley Electronic Press

Mission Statement

 Founded by academics in 1999, The
Berkeley Electronic Press ("bepress") has a
portfolio of products and services that
reduces the costs of, and barriers to, access.

e Bepress produces tools to improve scholarly
communication. These tools provide
Innovative and effective means of content
production and dissemination.




The Berkeley Electronic Press

« Software Developer
 Digital Commons



Basics of the bepress publishing model

* bepress journals were founded in 2000 to solve
problems with traditional journals

Problem: Slow turnaround

Solution: Fast turnaround: bepress articles receive
decisions in 10 weeks, and are published quickly thereafter

Problem: Limited access

Solution: Broad access: innovative guest access policy
allows all readers, subscribed or not, to download articles

Problem: High costs

Solution: Low costs: average cost of bepress journals is
$277, and we do not raise prices from year to year



An Improved publishing model

« Same signals of quality and
credibility

Peer-review

Well-known editors from
prestigious institutions,
including two Nobel Prize
winners in economics

Look and feel of traditional
journals

« Technologically improved

Much faster turnaround:
decisions in 10 weeks,
publication soon after

Author & Reviewers’ Bank
Much wider dissemination

Authors are allowed to post to
IR without embargo
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Innovative Guest Access

Unsubscribed readers
can access the full text
of all articles for free,
after they fill out a short
form that allows us to
Inform their library of -

their interest. e

Benefits —
Free access for readers
Wide audience for authors

Valuable information for
librarians

aen



Reasonable prices

Once librarians see documented interest on their
campus, our prices make it easier for them to
subscribe

— No journal costs more than $500

— No annual price increases

Average cost per title: industry averages and bepress journals

Average % Price

2007 Average Prices
e g Increase 2003-2007

Social Science Journals $a04.00 40.4%
Science Journals $1.,570.50 347 %
bepress Journals $277.00 2.0%

Source for industry averages: Table 5 in Lee C. Van Orsdel & Kathleen Bomn “Serial Wars: Library Joumnal's
Pariodicals Price Survey 20077 Library Joumal, 4/15/2007,
hitp:/fwwe. libranyioumal.comfarticle/CAG4 31958 himl.




Readership and impact

e Readers

e Over one million readers worldwide
e Over 1,000 full text downloads per day

e Readership has grown 40% in the past year
e Authors

e Over 40% annual growth in manuscript submissions
* Libraries

Over 1,000 libraries subscribe

Almost 400 major universities worldwide subscribe to
ResearchNow, the package of all bepress journals,
iIncluding a majority of ARL libraries

International growth



Financially sustainable

e Collection growth

* We add new journals responsibly

e Our collection currently has 39 journals in
economics, law, political science, medicine, and
engineering

 We add and support new disciplines: most
recently, history and sports



bepress scholarship EConBECT Bisie < i ca

publication Law
dCCess Political Science, Policy, and International
prices '
and Medicine
Search over 182,746 articles: Healih Medicin
| iall bepress content TN Search | Science and Technology
Journals Home
Founded by professors, bepress journals represent the new standard in List of All Journals

scholarly publishing: fast and high-quality peer review, a liberal guest access policy
and prices that your library can easily afford.

About bepress Journals

Indexing and Abstracting Senvices
Find out more »
Journal Froposals

FEATURED ARTICLE FEATURED EDITOR

Guest Access Policy

Jules Coleman Scholarly Communications Crisis
Aleading tort law scholar
and the Wesley Newcomb
Hohfeld Professor of
Jurisprudence and
Professor of Philasophy at

Handicapping the 2008
Homination Races: An Early
Winter Prospectus

William G. Mayer
(Mortheastern University)
reviews the current state of

Subscribe to Our Journals

bepress iz nothing lez= than an academic

the 2008 primaries and Yale Law School, Jules sensation—offering articles only of the
offers some predictions, in a Coleman edits Joumal of highest class.
special issue of The Forum on the 2008 Tort Law, the first peer-reviewed academic

: ; — Marten Schultz, Faculty of Law, Stockholm
Elections. journal on tort law. University
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e Scholarly Publisher

e Peer-reviewed journals



Institutions Using the Digital Commons Platform

Australia, Japan, New Zealand
Auckland University of Technology

Bond University

coda

Edith Cowan University

Okayama University

1 Southern Cross University

University of Waikato

University of Wollongong

Europe

Sheffield Hallam University

The University of Bolton

University of Surrey

North America

Atlanta University Center

Enter search

across all i

Motify me vi

Learn abou

Subscriber

Browse

Institutions

Journals



Europe

Sheffield Hallam University

The University of Balton

niversity of Surrey

North America

Atlanta University Center

Boston College
Bryant University

California Polytechnic State University

Columbia University

Caonnecticut College

Cornell University

Fayetteville State University

Flarida International University

Fordham University

Grand Valley State University

HELIM Consortium

Houston Academy of Medicine-Texas Medical Center

lllinois Wesleyan University

Johnson & Wales University

Libery Universi

Macalester College

MchMaster University

Miami Universi

Pace University



The Berkeley Electronic Press
Creating Scholarship in IRs...

Last month alone bepress had seven requests for journals and
other peer-reviewed series from Digital Commons subscribers:

Frontiers in Entrepreneurship Research — Babson College

Journal of California and Great Basin Anthropology — UC
Merced

Journal of California Anthropology — UC Merced

Journal of Transnational American Studies — UC Santa Barbara
World Cultures eJournal — University of California Irvine

Music Education Symposia — UMass Amherst

Landscapes of Violence — UMass Amherst



What kind of scholarly content is
being created In IRS?

Faculty are using Digital Commons to:

 Launch new online peer-review
journals

« Manage conferences
 Review and track grant proposals
 Review and publish student research



Niche Journals: McMaster’s Bertrand
Russell Journal

FrUSSell: e joumal of Bertrand Russell Studies

The Bertrand Russell Research Centre, McMaster University

HOME *» RUESSELL JOLURMNAL

Russellis devoted to the study of all aspects of Bertrand REussell's thought as well as his life,
times and influence. In addition to original research and reviews of new books, RFusself
publishes new texts and textual studies, discussions, bibliographies, indexes, and archival lists.
Editorial Board Schalarly articles submitted to the journal are peer-reviewed twice anonymously. RFussellis not
the organ of any association ar institution.

Home

Endorsements

Submit Fussellis published by Mchaster University's Bertrand Russell Research Centre with the
subscribe assistance of grants from the Aid to Journals programme of the Social Sciences and Humanities
Fesearch Council of Canada and from McMaster's Faculty of Humanities.

Abbreviations Mote: Access to issues since 2004 is by subscription. Russell (158N 181 3-8032) was founded by
All Issues Mchaster Library in 1971 as a quarterly. Until 1920 itwas numbered by 3 cumulative issue number, A newv

) series was hegun as ol 1, no. 1 in Summer 1981, Here the old series is assigned to Vols. 91-100.
Forthcoming
Russell's Texts current Issue

Special Issues
Volume 27, Issue 1

SUMMER 2007, PAGES I-IV, 1-188. After "On Denoting”: Themes from Russell and
Meinong. Edited by Nicholas Griffin, Dale Jacquette and Kenneth Blackwell

Top Downloads

Russell Archives Accessible to Subscribers
Fussell Centre

Articles
ERACERS

FPreface by Dale Jacquette

Conmtact Journal Russell Wahl "On Cenoting” and the Principle of Acquaintance




Practitioner Journals: Boston College’s

The City and the Environment

Home

My Account

Submit Article to CATE
All Issues

Editorial Board
Contact Us

MNotify Me of New
Contents

Most Popular Articles

- Archives:

vall, lss w |[ GO *

rSearch:

SEARCH =

Advanced Search

-

Urban Ecology

-

tology Collaborative

Cities and the
Environment

Publishes peer-reviewed scholarship on

urban ecology research and urban
ecology education,

Encourages submmission of scholary
wiorks of the following types:
well-written, relevant articles;
multi-media products such as
simulations, video streams, audio
productions and other visualization
tools.

EDITORS

All inguiries should be directed to the
managing editar,

Editor in Chief

Eric Strauss, Boston College

Director, Enviromental Studies
Program, Boston College

Science Director, Urban Ecology
Institute

eric.strauss@be.edu

Managing Editor:
Anne Buckelew Cumming
LISD& Forest Service

CURRENT ISSUE

Articles

Eric Strauss

Editor's Greeting

Mark T. Mulder and Den DeGraaf
Urban Growth, Community, and
the Environment: 4n Experiential

Pedagogy

Christopher G, Boone

Improving Resolution of Census
Data in Metropolitan Areas using a
Dasymetric Approach:
Applications for the Baltimore
Ecosysterm Study

Etika Svendsen and Lindzay K. Campbell
Urban Ecological Stewardship:
Understanding the Structure,
Function and Metwork of
Community-based Urban Land

Management

Jonathan G, Wway and David Eatough
Implementing an authentic
research project on eastern




Journals in Emerging Fields: Boston College’s

Journal of Technology, Learning and

Motify Me

of new articles

The ITLA is activel
seeking support, If you
wish to become a
sponsor, please
contact us,

The ITLA is currently
supported I:n,rfgenerclus
contributions from:

THE WILLIAM
AND FLORA
HEWLETT
FOUNDATION

Assessment

JTLA

The Journal of Technology, Learning, and Assessment

The Journal of Technology, Learning and Assessment
{JTLAY is a peer-reviewed, schaolarly on-line journal Saarch: |
addressing the intersection of computer-based
technology, learning, and assessment.

» Advanced Search
Volume 6

Volume 6, Number 6, February 2008
Using the Attribute Hierarchy Method to Make Diagnostic Inferences
about Examinees' Cognitive Skills in Algebra on the SAT
Mark J. Giarl, Changjiang Wang, and Jiawen Zhou

Volume 6, Number 5, January 2008
Examining the Relationship between Students’ Mathematics Test Scores
and Computer Use at Home and at School
Laura O'Dwyer, Michasl Russall, Damian Bebell, and Kevon B, Tucker-Sasley

Volume 6, Number 4, December 2007

Comparability of Computer and Paper-and-Pencil Versions of Algebra and
Biology Assessments

Do-Hong Kim and Huynh Huynh



Regional Journals: UC Davis’
California Agriculture

35Ch0].arShipREPnsxroRr \ / UNIVERSITY OF CALIFDRNIA H

HOME HELP MY ACCOUNT ABOUT SEARCH

eScholarship = ANRCS > CALIFORNIAAGRICULTURE

California Agriculture @
efScholarship Repository

e CaliforniaAgriculture

Search Peer-reviewed research in

Agricultural, Matural and Human Resources
About us

Associate Editors

Contactus

Peer-review policies

Current Issue

Submission guidelines Volume 62, Number 1 2008
Submit article

California wine industry evolving to compete in 21:t century
Rachael Goodhue, Richard Green, Dale Heien, and Philip
Martin

Post-emergence herbicides are cost effective for vinevard
floor rmanagerment on the Central Coast

Laura Tourte, Richard Smith, Lary Bettiga, Tiffany
Bensen, Jason Smith, and Daryl Salm

Minirmurn tillage could benefit California rice farmers
Bruce A. Linquist, Albert Fischer, Lary Godfrey, Chris
Greer, James Hill, Kaden Koffler, Michael Moeching,
Randall Mutters, and Chris van Kessel




Why Is Digital Commons the
place for content creation?

Speed to launch / ease of use / speed to publication
Full support from bepress - we help them succeed
Minimal Technical Infrastructure required

Research showcase / editor ownership and control

Wide dissemination with readership reports creates
a positive feedback loop

Peer-review (open, blind, or double blind)



— DIGITALCOMMC

Enter search terms:

'
across all repositories v

Browse Journals

Acta Medica Okayama, Okayama University

Australasian Accounting Business and Finance Journal, University of Wollongong

Bond Law Review, Bond University

Motify me via email or RS3
Bond University Student Law Review, Bond University

California Agriculture, Davis

CenterPieces: Mewsletter of the Center for Applied Research on Aging and Health (CARAH), Research on IRs
Thomas Jefferson Liniversity

Learn about Digital Commons
Chrigtian Ferspectives in Education, Liberty University Subscriber Resources

Cities and the Environment (CATE), Boston College

CLCWeh: Comparative Literature and Culture, Purdue Libraries

Comitatus: A Journal of Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Los Angeles Institutions

Communication & Social Change, Atlanta University Center Journals

Communication Arts Forum, Aflanta University Center

Culture Mandala: The Bulletin of the Centre for East-West Cultural and Economic Studies, Bond
niversity




Our conclusions

The traditional journal model still resonates

* Recent studies have shown that faculty are nervous about new forms
of publishing

* bepress journals have done well because they keep the quality signals
of traditional journals

University faculty are increasingly using DigitalCommons to launch
new journals

e Service Model

Scholarly communication is no longer dominated by concept of the
traditional journal.

« There is a continuum of content models and content quality
from peer reviewed journals through opinion pieces (blogs,
comments).
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